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Happy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy Birthday    

Celebrate! 

Samantha Hamilton daughter of Elle and Robert Hamilton and granddaughter of Fran 
Itkoff, just had her awards ceremony for the Seal Beach Sea Cadets, where she 
earned her Commissioned Ribbon, Second Service Ribbon, Academic Achievement 
Ribbon and the top award for Physical Fitness Ribbon. Samantha also finished 2 big 
swim meets back to back, where she was top female point earner for her team, fin-
ished in finals at all her events, winning 1st place and making Futures Cuts as well. 
Way to go Sammie! She is training hard and getting ready for her Team USA trip to 
Israel for the Maccabiah Games this coming July! 
 
Pictured Left Sammie and her Sea Cadet 
friend  / Below: Sammie Butterfly stroke 

Mazel TovMazel TovMazel TovMazel Tov    

Suzanne Handler 1/9 

Joyce Bryan 1/12 

Carlos Siderman 1/13 

Sharon Oster 2/4 

Rhonda Gobas 2/8 

Antonio Samuel Ramos 2/15 

David Masters 2/19 

Stan Rubin 2/19 

Jocelyn Maria Turek 2/19 

David Eckfeld 2/21 

Harvey Gobas 2/21 

Dr. Dennis De,mer 2/24 

Carina Gobas 2/24 

David Klein 2/24 

Rita Lowy Moore 2/28 

Stanley Yellin 2/28 

Elle Hamilton just appeared on The Ellen Show in a segment titled “Who Has 
The Talent” with Howie Mandel as guest host. You can find the segment on el-
lentube.com. She also just Stunt Coordinated the Holiday episode of Mr Mayor, 
with Ted Danson.  



 

 

 

 

 

We will be observing a Jewish leap year this year in 
the Jewish/Hebrew calendar.  Instead of adding one 
day, as we do in the leap year of the secular calen-
dar, the Jewish calendar adds an entire month.  This 
is done by observing the month of Adar twice in es-
sence—Adar I and Adar II.  Adar I will start in Febru-
ary 2022.  The holiday of Purim will fall in the month 
of Adar II, during March 2022.  Something to look for-
ward to! 
 

Our very next upcoming holiday, however, is Tu 
Bishvat.  In 2022, the holiday of Tu Bishvat begins at 
sundown on Sunday, Jan. 16 and ends at sundown 
on Monday, Jan. 17.  Tu Bishvat, known as the New 
Year for trees, or the “birthday” of all fruit trees, is a 
minor festival.  The name is Hebrew for the 15th of 
the Hebrew month of Shvat.  In ancient times, Tu 
Bishvat was merely a date on the calendar that 
helped Jewish farmers establish exactly when they 
should bring their fourth-year produce of fruit from 
recently planted trees to the Temple as first-fruit of-
ferings  
 

The Tu Bishvat Seder 
In the 16th century, the Kabbalists (mystics) of Tzfat 
(the city of Safed) in the Gallilee region of the Land of 
Israel created a new ritual to celebrate Tu Bishvat 
called the Feast of Fruits.  Modeled on the Passover 
seder, participants would read selections from the 
Hebrew Bible and Rabbinic literature that dealt with 
trees, and would eat fruits and nuts traditionally asso-
ciated with the land of Israel.  The Kabbalists also 
gave a prominent place to almonds in the Tu Bishvat 
seder, since the almond trees were believed to be 
the first of all trees in Israel to blossom.  Carob, also 
known as bokser or St. John’s bread, became anoth-
er popular fruit to eat on Tu Bishvat, since it could 
survive the long trip from Israel to Jewish communi-
ties in Europe.  Participants in the kabbalistic seder 
would also drink four cups of wine:  white wine (to 
symbolize winter); white with some red (a harbinger 
of the coming of spring); red with some white (early 
spring); and finally all red (spring and summer).  
Complete with biblical and rabbinic readings, these 
kabbalists produced a Tu Bishvat Haggadah in 1753 
called “Pri Etz Hadar” or “Fruit of the Goodly Tree.” 

Rabbi  

Karen  

Isenberg 

 

Zionism and Tree Planting. 
The early Zionists seized upon Tu Bishvat an oppor-
tunity to celebrate their tree-planting efforts to restore 
the ecology of ancient Israel and as a symbol of re-
newed growth and flowering of the Jewish people re-
turning to their ancestral homeland.  In modern times, 
Tu Bishvat continues to be an opportunity for planting 
trees—in Israel and elsewhere, wherever Jews live.  
Many American and European Jews observe Tu 
Bishvat by contributing money to the Jewish National 
Fund, an organization devoted to reforesting Israel.  
(The purchase of trees in JNF forests is also custom-
ary to commemorate a celebration, such as a birth, a 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, or to mark a memorial.) 
 

Environmentalism and Tu Bishvat  
For environmentalists, Tu Bishvat is an ancient and 
authentic Jewish connection to contemporary ecolog-
ical issues.  The holiday is viewed as an appropriate 
occasion to educate Jews about their tradition’s ad-
vocacy of responsible stewardship of God’s creation, 
manifested in ecological activism.  Tu Bishvat is an 
opportunity to raise awareness about and to care for 
the environment through the teaching of Jewish 
sources celebrating nature.  It is also a day to focus 
on the environmental sensitivity of the Jewish tradi-
tion by planting trees wherever Jews may live. 
 

The Tu Bishvat seder has increased in popularity in 
recent years.  Celebrated as a congregational event, 
the modern Tu Bishvat seder is multi-purpose.  While 
retaining some kabbalistic elements—and still very 
much a ritual that connects participants to the land of 
Israel—the seder today is often imbued with an eco-
logical message as well. 
 

I have led many Tu Bishvat seders over the years, 
and have compiled my own booklet for the Tu Bishvat 
seder with songs, poems, and blessings culled from 
many sources.  I hope that next year we will hold 
such a seder here at Shir Chadash. 
 

Rabbi Karen 
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Congregation Shir Chadash  
is Building Better! 

 

    At the end of this year, I am 
reflecting on all that Congrega-
tion Shir Chadash has accom-
plished for 2021.   Because of 
COVID, or the “pandemic”, or 
whatever you call it, our services 
continued on ZOOM for the 1st 
half of this year.  As we started 
getting vaccine shots, the Board 

started to think about allowing services to start in hy-
brid mode, with congregants either coming into syna-
gogue or attending on ZOOM.  The Board decided to 
go ahead with that, sometime around July or so, ex-
cept for the necessary restriction that everyone attend-
ing indoors wear a mask.  This was a refreshing 
change for our congregation. 

 

Also in the beginning of July was our fireworks booth. 
From what I recall, our fireworks booth had a record 
this year for sales.  I do not recall all who participated 
in “manning” and “womaning?” our booth.  Pam and 
Oscar Flores managed the operations, also Linda Viz-
zini with several others volunteering their time to make 
this a great success. Thanks to all of you!   

 

It was so refreshing that our High Holy Services in 
September were also hybrid with Rabbi Isenberg as 
our spiritual leader and Hassan Laurie Rimland-Bonn 
leading us in song.  There were a few occasional prob-
lems with the audio and ZOOM (to be mentioned be-
low), but overall the services were top notch.  I would 
like to add that Joe Solymar and Richard Becker did 
some absolutely great shofar blowing. Conclusion—

they have a lot of absolutely great hot air!  Don’t you all 
agree? 

    

Would like to thank all the accomplishments with 
maintenance of our building by the trustees with Linda 
Vizzini as our head trustee.  Earlier in the year, the roof 
was repaired thanks to McClain roofing, an expert in 
roofing.  The trustees coordinated that.  Numerous oth-
er things were fixed and repaired by the trustees. I 
think it would require an entire page to list everything 
that has been done to keep up our building.    

 

During Sukkoth, “Pizza in the Hut” was once again fab-
ulous, with our great helpers,  

Pat Spievak, Shain Graham, Carol Masters, Carol 
Klein, Heidi Solymar, and Linda Vizzini. .Also, to put up 
the Sukkah, Eileen Braeman, Mike Berkovitz, Stuart 
Simon David Klein, Linda Vizzini, and Art Oster put up 
the palm fronds.  Our sukkah decorators were Fran 
Itkoff and Elle Hamilton.        

 

Now, back to the problems with ZOOM for our services.  
Joe Solymar and Richard Becker discovered the guilty 
“wire” coming from outside to the Spectrum modem.  
They had to actually tell Spectrum, “There is a faulty wire 
coming into our building.”  The wire was given a sen-
tence of trash.  It took a lot of time on their part and all 
thanks go to Joe and Richard for that.  Joe also made 
additional enhancements, such as adding a signal boost-
er, an external camera for the computer to enhance the 
ZOOM image, a hand-made pole to attach the camera, 
and I think probably a couple more things.  An additional 
thanks to Linda Vizzini’s daughter, who has lent us one 
of her computers to use.  Our laptop seems to have 
some non-repairable hardware and software problems. 
More than just a couple hic-ups.       

 

Next, the Hannukah Latkepalooza on December 3.  As 
usual, it was definitely enjoyed by all who attended.  
Thanks to Ettie, Heidi, Linda V., Rhoda Becker, Carol 
Masters, and Sara Ohayon, who made the Latkepalooza 
such a great event.  

 

Would like to give special thanks to some of our board 
members who help make our board top notch.  Our Ex-
ecutive VP, Pat Spievak, a couple of months ago, took 
on the added responsibility of also, Vice-President, Reli-
gious Practices.  Ettie Councilman, as Treasurer, has 
been keeping track of our financial position.  We are do-
ing OK financially.  She is also head of our great Sister-
hood.  Thanks to Pam Flores who works on our taxes 
and also oversees our financials. A big bravo to Fran 
Itkoff, our Secretary, who produces such accurate 
minutes for our Board meetings and sets up the agendas 
for our meetings.  I guess, a little thanks to someone 
named Art Oster, who sets up all the future meetings 
and services in our ZOOM app. Are there any volunteers 
to help Art setting up things in ZOOM?  And to all our 
other board members, thank you for your help.  

 

In addition to all our congregants, thanks go to Carol 
Klein and Rabbi Isenberg.  Thank you, Carol, for your 
dedication all these years to CSC and doing the weekly 
newsletters, the Shofar, Yahrzeit reminders, accounting, 
and so much more.   

 

Thank you to Rabbi Isenberg for engaging us so much at 
our services and for the “Taste of Talmud” class this fall.  
We look forward to continued enlightening services and 
other classes in 2022.         

 

This has been a great year for our congregation. Looking 
forward to a wonderful 2022! 

 

Your el presidente, 

Art Oster, Asher Yitzhok       



Planting trees in Israel is 
a beautiful way to show 
you care. In fact, we’ve 
been planting trees in Is-
rael for over a century. It 
connects us to the land, 
it celebrates our joys and 
it literally plants a stake 
of hope and optimism in 
the future of Israel. 

 

Each tree ordered comes 
with a certificate, mailed 
to the recipient with your 
personal message. Buy 
trees now.   

 

Call Carol 562-429-0715 
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 Ettie Councilman: Condolences in memory of  
Hilario Ramos 

 Ettie Councilman: Condolences in memory of 
Kathy Rubin 

 Ettie Councilman: Mazel Tov Joe & Dagmar  
Eckfeld on birth of twin grandbabies. 
 Carol Ann Masters: A Refuah Sh'laima for Ellen 
Goldsmith 

 Carol Ann Masters: A Refuah Sh'laima for Shain 
Graham 

 Carol Ann Masters: Future Cards 

 Arthur & Sharon Oster: A Refuah Sh'laima for 
Janis Simon 

 Joseph & Hedvig Solymar: A Refuah Sh'laima for 
Carol Masters 

 Joseph & Hedvig Solymar: Condolences in 
memory of Kathy Rubin  
 Joseph & Hedvig Solymar: Mazel Tov Joe & 
Dagmar Eckfeld on birth of new grandchildren 

 Joseph & Hedvig Solymar: Thinking of Kathy  
Rubin 

 Craig & Pat Spievak: Condolences in memory of 
Vivian Daniels 

 Linda Vizzini: A Refuah Sh'laima for Carol  
Masters 

 Linda Vizzini: A Refuah Sh'laima for Ellen  
Goldsmith 

 Linda Vizzini: A Refuah Sh'laima for Shain  
Graham 

 Linda Vizzini: Condolences in memeory of Hilario 
Ramos 

 Linda Vizzini: Condolences in memory of Erwin 
Anisman 

 Debby Decina Wapner: Planted in honor of Ellen 
Goldsmith 

 Ilsebill Wolfe: A Refuah Sh'laima for Shain  
Graham 

 

Chai Fund  
 Joyce & Edgar Bryan: Thank you 

 Ettie Councilman: Thank you 

 Shain Graham: Thank you 

 Frances Lila Itkoff: Thank you 

 Carol Ann Masters: Thank you 

 Arthur & Sharon Oster: Thank you 

 Ernie Rubin: In appreciation of the get well & 
condolence cards in memory 

 F&M Bank: Thank you 

 

Trustees Fund 

 Carol Ann Masters: Thank you 

 Linda Vizzini: Thank you 

 

 

TZEDAKAH 

High Holy Day Book of Remembrance 

 Richard & Rhoda Becker: Thank you 

 Michael Berkovitz: Thank you 

 Eileen Braeman: Thank you 

 Joyce & Edgar Bryan: Thank you 

 David & Mary Herman: Thank you 

 Frances Lila Itkoff: Thank you 

 Linda Vizzini: Thank you 

 

Pesach Book of Remembrance 

 Joyce & Edgar Bryan: Thank you 

 Carol Ann Masters: Thank you 

 

Yom Kippur Donations 

 Michael Berkovitz: Thank you 

 Linda Vizzini: Thank you 

 

Yahrzeit Donations 

 Michael Berkovitz: In memory of beloved  
father Leonard Berkovitz 

 Ellen Marizzaldi: In memory of beloved mother 
Florence B. Gordon 

 Alan Papurt: In memory of beloved mother 
Anne Papurt 
 Mrs. Ruth Rosenblatt: In memory of beloved 
husband David Rosenblatt 
 Rosalie Sussman: In memory of beloved father 
Morton & brother David Alperin 

 Linda Vizzini: In memory of beloved cousin  
Suzan Steager 
 Dennis Winkler: In memory of Anne & Marvin 
Papurt & Esther Center 
 

Kind Notes 

 Michael Berkovitz: A Refuah Sh'laima for Janis 
Simon 

 Michael Berkovitz: Condolences in memory of 
Hilario Ramos 

 Joyce & Edgar Bryan: A Refuah Sh'laima for 
Ellen Goldsmith 

 Joyce & Edgar Bryan: A Refuah Sh'laima for 
Shain Graham 

 Ettie Councilman: A Refuah Sh'laima for Carol 
Masters 

 Ettie Councilman: A Refuah Sh'laima for Ellen 
Goldsmith 

 Ettie Councilman: A Refuah Sh'laima for Janis 
Simon 

 Ettie Councilman: A Refuah Sh'laima Shain 
Graham 
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Publicize Your Business in the ShofarPublicize Your Business in the ShofarPublicize Your Business in the ShofarPublicize Your Business in the Shofar    

Full Page $200,  or  $1080 per year  
Half Page $100 or $500 per year,  
Qtr.  Page $50, or $280 per year,  

Card Size $180 per year or $36 per issue,  
Call Congregation Shir Chadash  562.429.0715  

Shofar Editor, Newsletter & Flyer Designer: Carol Klein. 562.673.6699 
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Please keep those donations coming:Please keep those donations coming:Please keep those donations coming:Please keep those donations coming: 
We collect food items year round to help address the hidden 
hunger in our community.   Our large donation bin is in the closet 
between the Lobby and chapel..   When we collect enough food 
items we will make sure it gets to a proper distribution center.  

 

Come  Be 

Inspired 

and  

learn more 

about us 

and our 

free  

religious 

school! 

6440 Del Amo Blvd. 

Lakewood, CA 90713 

www.CSCLakewood.org 

Sisterhood welcomes all CSC members to join in supporting and  
providing services to the CSC community. These services include  
setting up for Shabbat Kiddush, Special Lunches, Latkepalooza and 
Baking for Holidays.  No experience necessary.  Schmoozing,  
laughing and enjoying one another’s company is required. 

We meet every two months.  Call Ettie at 562.425.3464 for more  
information.    

Please visit our Gift Shop:Please visit our Gift Shop:Please visit our Gift Shop:Please visit our Gift Shop:    
Contact:  Rhonnie for special items: rhonnieg@hotmail.com 

Arco Scrip (Gift) Cards:Arco Scrip (Gift) Cards:Arco Scrip (Gift) Cards:Arco Scrip (Gift) Cards:    
Contact:  Temple Office: 562.429.0715 or Ettie: 562.425.3464 

Scrip $50 Gift 
Cards:  

562-429-0715 

You shop. Amazon gives.  
• Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of  
       your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to  
      Congregation Shir Chadash whenever you  
      shop on AmazonSmile. 

• AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.  
       Same products, same prices, same service. 

• Support your charitable organization by  
       starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com 

    Celebrate any lifecycle event. 
Planting trees in Israel is a 
beautiful way to show you 
care. In fact, we’ve been 
planting trees in Israel for 
over a century. It connects 
us to the land, it cele-
brates our joys and it liter-

ally plants a stake of hope and optimism in the future 
of Israel. 

Each tree ordered comes with a certificate, mailed to 
the recipient with your personal message. Buy trees 
now.   
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We recall with affection those who no longer walk this earth, grateful to G-d for the gift of their lives, for their 

sweet companionship, and for the cherished memories which  endure. May G-d comfort all who mourn. 

2 
 Yarhzeits  to  Remember 
Yahrzeits are listed in the Shofar as a public service for  our members.  Please attend our 
 religious  services as a loving tribute to the memory of your dearly departed.  Review our list  
carefully to  ensure that all of your family members and friends are remembered in the most  
sacred and  meaningful manner.  Anyone wishing to receive an Aliyah should contact Rabbi Gindlin at 
562-429-0715 or Art Oster (562) 598-6072. 
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Prayer for a Speedy Recovery     

For Men: May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless 
and heal _(Name)______. May the Holy Blessed One mercifully restore him to health and to vigor. May G-d grant him 
health of body and health of spirit and mind, along with all others who are  stricken. Let us say: Amen. 

For Women:  May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and 
Leah, bless and heal _(Name)_______.  May the Holy Blessed One mercifully restore her to health and to vigor. May 
G-d grant her health of body and health of spirit and mind, along with all others who are stricken. Let us say: Amen. 

May You Have a Quick & Full Recovery!  Our minyanim during services at Congregation Shir Chadash 

pray for a speedy and complete recovery for all those listed on our Misheberach list. If you know someone who is ill, 
please let us know. If you would like to pray for a family member or friend, please see the prayer above.   

Memorial Plaques
    We Honor the memory of our dear departed loved ones by placing their names on the MEMORIAL TABLETS in the 
Main Sanctuary. The walls on both sides of our Sanctuary contain space for MEMORIAL PLAQUES, which are availa-
ble for $400.00 per plaque.    Memorial plaques may be reserved,  

Frank Handler 1/1 

Sarah Goldman 1/2 

Phyllis Hoffman 1/2 

Estella Alperin 1/4 

Sherwin Becker 1/4 

Alan Feinhandler 1/4 

Bea Hya, 1/4 

Barbara Lanthier 1/4 

Helga Fultheim 1/6 

Daisy Sardi 1/6 

Beulah Steager 1/7 

Frank Wixen 1/7 

Hyman Freedman 1/8 

Esther Laibson 1/8 

Hedy Loebl 1/8 

Anna Ida Harris 1/9 

Solomon Alevy 1/10 

Fanny Keller 1/10 

Solomon Gla, 1/11 

Rose Siegal 1/11 

Ariel Sharon 1/12 

Jacob W. Councilman 1/14 

Samuel Vizzini 1/14 

Holly Laibson 1/15 

Daniel Freedman 1/16 

Robert Lichter 1/17 

Ralph Finkelstein 1/19 

Mary Frank 1/20 

Roy Katz 1/21 

Thomas R. Strickland 1/21 

Morris Herskovitz 1/22 

Raymond Weisenfeld 1/23 

Bryan Albert Mendlovitz 1/25 

Dora Ka=e Rosenbla, 1/25 

Gabriel Sobelman 1/25 

Elaine Bolnick 1/26 

Edythe Derr 1/26 

Renee Madnick 1/28 

Ida Nasberg Nelson 1/28 

Sally Schlessinger 1/28 

Ida Yellin 1/29 

Martha Furst 1/30 

Sylvia Isbitz 1/31 

Rachel (Panster 2/1 

Frances Wixen 2/1 

Benjamin Itkoff 2/2 

Siegfried Pinchut 2/3 

Margit Rose 2/3 

Janice Hecht 2/4 

Dena & Neal Harris 2/7 

Moshe Rabenu 2/8 

Lilyan Sogol 2/8 

Dolly Moore 2/9 

Be,y Goldman Cohen 2/11 

Bertha Pordy 2/11 

Eunice Sachs 2/11 

Hyman Laibson 2/12 

Esther Center 2/13 

Theodore Panster 2/13 

Lillian Bloom 2/15 

Celia Yellin 2/15 

Max Ross 2/17 

Bertha Schwartz 2/17 

Eunice Sachs 2/21 

Phillip Yellin 2/22 

Charles Sundy 2/24 

Edythe Brecher 2/28 

Kathleen Clelland 2/28 



Postage 

The Progressive Synagogue 

   6440 Del Amo Blvd.   

Lakewood, CA 90713    

 is a bi-monthly publication of  

Our mission is to provide a welcoming, spiritual home actively dedicated to fostering 

and perpetuating Jewish values, spirituality, cultural enrichment, and social awareness 

through education and participation. 

 
Congregation Shir Chadash is committed to becoming an inclusive community of  
Jewish friends of all ages who worship, study and celebrate together while nourishing 
and supporting each other in inspiring, stimulating, fun activities within our doorposts 
and within the greater community. 


