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Join Us!Join Us!Join Us!Join Us!    
Positively Playful Purim, Wed., March 16th at 7:15 pmPositively Playful Purim, Wed., March 16th at 7:15 pmPositively Playful Purim, Wed., March 16th at 7:15 pmPositively Playful Purim, Wed., March 16th at 7:15 pm    

Pesach Seder, Saturday, April 16th at 6:45 pmPesach Seder, Saturday, April 16th at 6:45 pmPesach Seder, Saturday, April 16th at 6:45 pmPesach Seder, Saturday, April 16th at 6:45 pm    
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Happy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy Birthday    

Celebrate! 

Samantha Hamilton daughter of Elle and Robert Hamilton and granddaughter of Fran Itkoff, 
is so excited to officially announce that she will be competing in Israel 2022 on Team USA 
for the World Maccabiah Games! She is training hard and getting ready for her Team USA 

trip to Israel for the Maccabiah Games this coming July! 

Mazel TovMazel TovMazel TovMazel Tov    

Happy AnniversaryHappy AnniversaryHappy AnniversaryHappy Anniversary    

David & Mary Herman 3/12 

Joseph & Dagmar Eckfeld 3/21 

Harvey & Rhonda Gobas 4/11 

Carol Klein 3/1 

Joseph David Yellin 3/7 

Cantor Wendy Bat-Sarah 3/11 

Norman Schulman 3/14 

Michael Harris Itkoff 3/15 

Bonnie Kroll 3/16 

Pamela Flores, CPA 3/21 

Mikaela Handler 3/22 

Deborah Solymar Ramos 3/23 

Rhoda Becker 3/24 

Brendon Rubin Oster 3/24 

Nicholas Ma6hew Ramos 4/2 

Benny Wasserman 4/2 

Jennifer Kroll 4/3 

Janis Simon 4/7 

David Herman 4/9 

Judy Rubin 4/9 

Rebecca Schulman 4/12 

Joseph Eckfeld 4/14 

Steven Daniel Turek 4/15 

Ernie Rubin 4/27 

Miriam Laibson 4/29 

David Andrew Solymar 4/30 



 

 

 

 

 
Be happy, it’s Adar!  The Hebrew month of Adar , that is.  
And this year is a leap year in the Jewish calendar, which 
means there are 2 months of Adar instead of just one.  We 
are about to enter the second month of Adar on March 3rd and 
4th.  Adar is the month in which we celebrate the holiday of 
Purim. 
 

Purim, or the Feast of Lots (Purim literally means “lots”) is a 
joyous holiday that recounts the saving of the Jews from a 
threatened massacre during the Persian period (539-330 
BCE). The story of Purim is recounted in the Book of Esther, 
whose heroine plays the leading role in saving her people. 
The holiday is traditionally celebrated with wild abandon and 
with the giving of gifts to friends and the poor. 
 

The Scroll of Esther, known as the Megillah, is chanted in 
the synagogue on the eve of Purim and, in many communi-
ties, again the next morning. It is the last of the five scrolls 
that form part of the third division of the Bible, known as 
the Ketuvim, or Writings. 
 

Megillat Esther tells the story of the salvation of the Jews of 
the Persian Empire. The Scroll of Esther is universally 
known as the Megillah, not because it is the most important 
of the five scrolls, but due to its immense popularity, the 
prominence that is given to its public reading, and the fact 
that it is the only one that is still generally read from a parch-
ment scroll. Did you know that at one time, it was normative 
for every Jewish household to possess a Megillah?  Histori-
cally, much time and skill were devoted to the production of 
beautifully illuminated texts and elaborate wooden and silver 
cases that would house the scroll.  The Megillah is read from 
a parchment scroll that is written the same way a Torah is 
written — by hand, with a goose quill. If there is no such 
scroll available, the congregation may read the Book of Es-
ther from a printed text. 
 

The Book of Esther is chanted according to a spe-
cial cantillation used only in the reading of the Book of Es-
ther.  If no one is present who knows this cantillation, it may 
be read without the cantillation, as long as it is read correctly. 
According to the Code of Jewish Law, it may be read in the 
language of the land. In practice, however, the usual custom 
is to chant the Megillah from the scroll in its original He-
brew.  Before the reading, the custom is to unroll the scroll 
and fold it so that it looks like a letter of dispatch, thus fur-
ther recalling the story of the great deliverance. 
Purim is the quintessential community holiday. The center-
piece of the communal celebration is, of course, the reading 
of the megillah.  Nonetheless, there are a number of activities 

Rabbi  

Karen  

Isenberg 

that are centered in the home, such as the baking 
of hamantaschen.  Hamantaschen literally means “Haman’s 
pockets” in Yiddish.  In Israel, they are called “ozney Ham-
an,” meaning “Haman’s ears.”  And some say they represent 
the style of hat worn by Haman.  In addition, following the 
commandment to give gifts to friends and the poor, the prepa-
ration of mishloah manot is a fun activity in which to engage, 
as is their distribution on the holiday. 
 

The centerpiece of Purim’s home celebration is the seudah, a 
festive meal.  As a secular meal, it does not include 
a Kiddush, but nonetheless encourages partaking of plenty of 
wine. In fact, the most notable feature of the Purim seudah is 
the injunction, uncharacteristic among Jews, to drink until 
you don’t know (ad lo yada) the difference between barukh 
Mordekhai v’arur Haman (blessed be Mordecai and cursed 
be Haman).  This is not an invitation to drink uncontrollably, 
but a way to recognize your limit. 
 

In contrast to the Jerusalem Talmud, the Babylonian Talmud 
records the famous dictum of the noted sage Rava (Megillah 
7b): “A man is obligated to get drunk on Purim to the point 
where he can no longer distinguish between ‘Cursed is 
Haman’ and ‘Blessed is Mordecai.'”  Later authorities had 
trouble accepting the ruling at face value. For an arch-

rationalist like Maimonides, it was unimaginable that 
the halachah (Jewish law) could be condoning such actions; 
hence he re-interpreted the ruling to refer to drinking only 
enough to fall asleep. Some authorities understood that the 
statement was rejected by the Talmud, a view which it indi-
cates by juxtaposing to it an incident wherein Rabbah slaugh-
ters Rabbi Zera while under the influence. (Fortunately, Rab-
bah is able to revive his colleague, though the latter politely 
refuses an invitation to the next year’s festivities). 
 

The Book of Esther is the only text in the Hebrew Bible, ex-
cept for the Song of Songs, that does not mention the name of 
God explicitly.  The Sages point to the seeming absence of 
God as an example of the concept of hester panim or “the 
concealed face of God.”  The name Esther is interpreted as an 
extension of the phrase for a “concealed God.” 

 

Al Hanisim is a prayer recited on Hanukkah and Purim that 
expresses gratitude for the miracles performed for our ances-
tors.  Both the holidays when this prayer is recited are 
marked by courageous human action in making space for the 
miraculous.  It serves to help remember our partnership in 
God’s miracles.  The prayer opens with this line: “For the 
miracles and for the redemption and for the mighty deeds and 
for the victories and for the battles that You performed for 
our fathers in those days at this time.” 

 

This year, we will be reading the Megillah on Zoom in con-
junction with about 8 other shuls.  Different people will chant 
each chapter, and in between each chapter, there will be 
songs in English with lyrics about Purim with which we can 
all sing along.  It will be lots of fun!  Please attend in costume 
if you can for extra merriment.  I hope to see you there.  Chag 
Purim Sameyach—Happy Purim Holiday! 
 

Rabbi Karen 
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Click Here to Join on Zoom      Click Here to Join on Facebook 
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Planting trees 
in Israel is a 
beautiful way 
to show you 
care. In fact, 
we’ve been 
planting trees 
in Israel for 
over a centu-
ry. It con-
nects us to 
the land, it 
celebrates 
our joys and 

it literally plants a stake of hope and 
optimism in the future of Israel. 

 

Each tree ordered comes with a certifi-
cate, mailed to the recipient with your 
personal message. Buy trees now.   

 

Call Carol 562-429-0715 

THURS | MARCH 10 | 7 PM 

Ages 18+ 

We’re bringing Shushan’s under-
ground rock and roll scene to Long 

Beach! 

Join us for an evening of dancing and 
drinks as we rock out to live 80’s hits 
performed by Pop Gun Rerun. We’ll 

have beer, wine, hamentaschen, a photo 
booth, kosher sweets, a live 80s tribute 
band, and more! Costumes strongly en-

couraged! 

Rock the Megillah is a program in-

spired by Jewish Long Beach and the 

Alpert JCC’s renewed commitment to 

providing engagement opportunities for 

young Jewish professionals, couples, 

and families. 
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With Rabbi Karen Isenberg 

Jewish education has been a core value to the Jewish people 

throughout history and is essential to carry on Jewish tradition and 

values. Jewish education influences Jewish identity, engagement, 

and continuity.  

 

Please join Rabbi Karen Isenberg for continuing classes via ZOOM: 

7 PM 

Wednesdays: March 2, 9 & April 6, 20, 27.   





We  

Appreciate you! 
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 Joseph & Hedvig Solymar: A Refuah 
Sh'laima for Shain Graham 

 Joseph & Hedvig Solymar: Condolences 

 in memory of Melvin Oster 

 

Chai Fund  

 Anonymous: Thank you 

 Anonymous: Thank you 

 Shain Graham: Thank you 

 Arthur & Sharon Oster: Thank you 

 

Memorial Plaques 

 Denise Rosenblatt: In loving memory of 
beloved mother Ruth Rosenblatt 

 

Tree/Water in Israel 

 David Klein: Planted in memory of  
Melvin Oster 

 Arthur & Sharon Oster: Tree planted in 
honor the birth of Mara Harmala 

 

Trustees Fund 

 Linda Vizzini: Thank you 

 

Rabbi Laibson Discretionary Fund 

 Rabbi Howard Laibson & Ellen Goldsmith 

 

Rabbi Karen Isenberg Discretionary Fund 

 Rabbi Howard Laibson & Ellen  
Goldsmith 

TZEDAKAH 
 

Yahrzeit Donations 

 Ettie Councilman: In memory of beloved 
father-in-law Jacob W. Councilman 

 Alan Papurt: In memory of beloved aunt 
Esther Papurt 

 Barbara Sholle: In memory of beloved 
parents Janice & Harry Hecht 

 Rosalie Sussman: In memory of be-
loved mother Estella Alperin 

 

Kind Notes 

 Michael Berkovitz: A Refuah Sh'laima 
for Shain Graham 

 Michael Berkovitz: Condolences in 
memory of Melvin Oster 

 Joyce & Edgar Bryan: Condolences in 
memory of Melvin Oster 

 Ettie Councilman: Condolences in 
memory of Melvin Oster 

 Ettie Councilman: In honor of the birth 
of  Mara Harmala 

 Shain Graham: A Refuah Sh'laima for 
Eileen Braeman 

 Rabbi Karen Isenberg: In honor of the 
birth of Mara Harmala. 

 Frances Lila Itkoff: Condolences in 
memory of Melvin Oster 

 Carol Ann Masters: In honor of the birth 
of  Mara Harmala 

 Arthur & Sharon Oster: A Refuah  
Sh'laima for Eileen Braeman 

 Joseph & Hedvig Solymar: A Refuah 
Sh'laima for Ellen Goldsmith 

 Joseph & Hedvig Solymar: A Refuah 
Sh'laima for Janis Simon 



Publicize Your Business in the ShofarPublicize Your Business in the ShofarPublicize Your Business in the ShofarPublicize Your Business in the Shofar    

Full Page $200,  or  $1080 per year  
Half Page $100 or $500 per year,  
Qtr.  Page $50, or $280 per year,  

Card Size $180 per year or $36 per issue,  
Call Congregation Shir Chadash  562.429.0715  

Shofar Editor, Newsletter & Flyer Designer: Carol Klein. 562.673.6699 
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Please keep those donations coming:Please keep those donations coming:Please keep those donations coming:Please keep those donations coming: 
We collect food items year round to help address the hidden 
hunger in our community.   Our large donation bin is in the closet 
between the Lobby and chapel..   When we collect enough food 
items we will make sure it gets to a proper distribution center.  

 

Come  Be 

Inspired 

and  

learn more 

about us 

and our 

free  

religious 

school! 

6440 Del Amo Blvd. 

Lakewood, CA 90713 

www.CSCLakewood.org 

Sisterhood welcomes all CSC members to join in supporting and  
providing services to the CSC community. These services include  
setting up for Shabbat Kiddush, Special Lunches, Latkepalooza and 
Baking for Holidays.  No experience necessary.  Schmoozing,  
laughing and enjoying one another’s company is required. 

We meet every two months.  Call Ettie at 562.425.3464 for more  
information.    

Please visit our Gift Shop:Please visit our Gift Shop:Please visit our Gift Shop:Please visit our Gift Shop:    
Contact:  Rhonnie for special items: rhonnieg@hotmail.com 

Arco Scrip (Gift) Cards:Arco Scrip (Gift) Cards:Arco Scrip (Gift) Cards:Arco Scrip (Gift) Cards:    
Contact:  Temple Office: 562.429.0715 or Ettie: 562.425.3464 

Scrip $50 Gift 
Cards:  

562-429-0715 

You shop. Amazon gives.  

• Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of  

       your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to  
      Congregation Shir Chadash whenever you  
      shop on AmazonSmile. 

• AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.  

       Same products, same prices, same service. 

• Support your charitable organization by  

       starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com 

    Celebrate any lifecycle event. 
Planting trees in Israel is a 
beautiful way to show you 
care. In fact, we’ve been 
planting trees in Israel for 
over a century. It connects 
us to the land, it cele-
brates our joys and it liter-

ally plants a stake of hope and optimism in the future 
of Israel. 

Each tree ordered comes with a certificate, mailed to 
the recipient with your personal message. Buy trees 
now.   
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We recall with affection those who no longer walk this earth, grateful to G-d for the gift of their lives, for their 

sweet companionship, and for the cherished memories which  endure. May G-d comfort all who mourn. 

2 

 Yarhzeits  to  Remember 
Yahrzeits are listed in the Shofar as a public service for  our members.  Please attend our 
 religious  services as a loving tribute to the memory of your dearly departed.  Review our list  
carefully to  ensure that all of your family members and friends are remembered in the most  
sacred and  meaningful manner.  Anyone wishing to receive an Aliyah should contact Rabbi Gindlin at 
562-429-0715 or Art Oster (562) 598-6072. 

12 

Prayer for a Speedy Recovery     

For Men: May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless 
and heal _(Name)______. May the Holy Blessed One mercifully restore him to health and to vigor. May G-d grant him 
health of body and health of spirit and mind, along with all others who are  stricken. Let us say: Amen. 

For Women:  May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and 
Leah, bless and heal _(Name)_______.  May the Holy Blessed One mercifully restore her to health and to vigor. May 
G-d grant her health of body and health of spirit and mind, along with all others who are stricken. Let us say: Amen. 

May You Have a Quick & Full Recovery!  Our minyanim during services at Congregation Shir Chadash 

pray for a speedy and complete recovery for all those listed on our Misheberach list. If you know someone who is ill, 
please let us know. If you would like to pray for a family member or friend, please see the prayer above.   

Memorial Plaques
    We Honor the memory of our dear departed loved ones by placing their names on the MEMORIAL TABLETS in the 
Main Sanctuary. The walls on both sides of our Sanctuary contain space for MEMORIAL PLAQUES, which are availa-
ble for $400.00 per plaque.    Memorial plaques may be reserved,  

Condolences:  
  To Art Oster & family on the passing of his beloved brother Melvin Oster.       

Morton  Feinhandler 3/1 

Paul Fierstein 3/1 

Rena Moore 3/2 

Stuart Aronson 3/4 

Harry Hecht 3/4 

Helen Strickland 3/5 

Gene Koenigsberg 3/6 

Molly Isenberg 3/8 

Irving Laibson 3/8 

Hilda Smith 3/10 

Sidney Engel 3/11 

Adolf Lowy 3/12 

Sophia Shano 3/15 

Marie Campo 3/16 

Eva Weiner 3/16 

James Kramer 3/17 

Rebecca Friedman 3/18 

Dave Weitzman 3/18 

Maurice Moore 3/20 

Hans Weiss 3/20 

Alice Gobas 3/22 

Mar>n Laibson 3/22 

Elias Press 3/24 

Beyla Friman 3/25 

David Ross 3/25 

Kate Heller 3/26 

Ruth Davis 3/30 

Herman Ballen 4/2 

Rae Freedman 4/2 

Barbara Strickland 4/4 

Ida Flescher 4/5 

Freda Siegel 4/5 

Donald Lichter 4/8 

Ransom D. Stone 4/9 

Regine Pritsker 4/10 

Harry Feinhandler 4/11 

Coleman Kra@ 4/11 

Michael F. Masters 4/11 

Eva Itkoff 4/13 

Dorothy Magid 4/13 

Israel Feinhandler 4/14 

Robert Tomson 4/17 

Eleanor Guthman 4/20 

Bernice Herman 4/20 

Teresa Alevy 4/21 

Joseph Ballen 4/21 

Bernard Becker 4/22 

Esther Ross 4/25 

Jose Siderman 4/29 

Phyllis Harmatz 4/30 



Postage 

The Progressive Synagogue 

   6440 Del Amo Blvd.   

Lakewood, CA 90713    

 is a bi-monthly publication of  

Our mission is to provide a welcoming, spiritual home actively dedicated to fostering 

and perpetuating Jewish values, spirituality, cultural enrichment, and social awareness 

through education and participation. 

 

Congregation Shir Chadash is committed to becoming an inclusive community of  
Jewish friends of all ages who worship, study and celebrate together while nourishing 
and supporting each other in inspiring, stimulating, fun activities within our doorposts 
and within the greater community. 


